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(1) Hmertence soup kitchen for flood anferers at Tientsin 


.. and in prison” 


(2) British prisoners in Germany 


American churches are supporting, among other foreign relief enterprises, the child-feeding of the American Friends 
Service Committee in unoccupied France, the Church Committee for China Relief, which aids the soup kitchen (1), 
and the chaplaincy service and the Y. M. C. A. work among prisoners of war (2). See tage 8 
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Coming Events 


A calendar of the more important national 
meetings of church organizations, so far as 
known to the BULLETIN, is published monthly 
in this column. 


Home Missions Counci, ANNUAL MEETING 
Atlanticy Citys. New) ee December 8-12, 1940 


Councm oF Women For Home Missions, ANNUAL 
MEETING 


Atlantic City, N. J.......-....--------- December 8-12, 1940 


Foreign Missions CONFERENCE 
Atlantic’ CitywNew jie ee December 9-12, 1940 


FrpERAL CouNcIL OF CHURCHES, BIENNIAL MEETING 
Atlantic (City,2Ni) Jen December 10-13, 1940 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL CoUNCIL ON MEN’s WorK 
Chicago, lea eee February 8, 9, 1941 


INTERNATIONAL CoUNCIL OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Chicago}, "TH 3 ee February 10-15, 1941 


INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION, DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 
St (souls; Mone =. 2). a es eee eee May 1-7, 1941 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY, PRESBYTERIAN CHuRCH, U.S.A. 
Sts Louis Mow aae ee May 22, 1941 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY, PRESBYTERIAN CHuRCH U. S. 
MontreateNiC@.. 2 eee May 22, 1941 


GENERAL Synop, REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA 
Holland, A Miche 2-23 =e June 5, 1941 


NatIonaL Baptist CoNvENTION, U.S.A., SunpAyY SCHOOL 
AND B.T.U. ConcREss 


Houstonselexas eae. eee eres June 17-22, 1941 


EVANGELICAL AND REFORMED CHURCH, NATIONAL Con- 
FERENCE ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


Wakeside; Ohio... ee June 23-26, 1941 


NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION, U.S.A., ANNUAL MEET- 
ING 


Cleveland, Ohio Sees September 3-7, 1941 


Table of Contents 


VoL. XXIII Decemeber, 1940 No. 10 

EDITORIALS 22222.2.2 5.223208) 2 ees 

ARTICLES 

_An Experiment in Hospitality... = = === sti=SS 
The Atlantic City Meetings... 6 
The Status of Women in Protestant Churches 6 
The National Christian Mission Carries On. 7 
Children’s Clothing = = eee 7 
The 1936 Census of Religious Bodies. ==‘ 8 
Overseas Relief ..2. 5.252 ee 
The Purpose of a Council of Churches ee, 1) 
Religious Work in Hospitals... sid 
Publications (-= == «2a os eee 13 
S.0.S. Radiogram from China... 13 

News or STATE AND LocAL Co6PERATION =" 14 

AMONG) THE New Books el G 


Federal Council Bulletin 


Issued Monthly, except July and August, by The 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America 


Publication Office 
Utica, N. Y. 


Editorial and Executive Offices, 
297 Fourth Avenue, New York City 


Subscription Price One Dollar a Year 


RosweEty P. Barnes, Editor 
Arnip A. SANBORN, Associate Editor 
CuHarres S. Macrartanp, Book Review Editor 
Benson Y. Lanpis, Business Manager 


Contributing Editors: 


Grorce E. Haynes 
SEWARD HILTNER 

F. Ernest JoHNSON 
Henry S. LErer 

J. QuINTER MiriEr 
James Myers 

Wortu M. Tirepy 
Water W. VanKirk 
L. Foster Woov 


Jesse M. BADER 

Anna E. CALDWELL 
SAMUEL McCrea CAVERT 
H. Paut DovuctLass 
DEANE EDWARDS 

Joun L. Fortson 
KATHERINE GARDNER 
FRANK C. GoopMAN 
Roy B. Gumzp 

Sipngy L. GuLick 


Published monthly, except July and August, by the Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of Christ in America. Publica- 
tion office, 100 Liberty Street, Utica, N. Y. Editorial and 
executive offices, 297 Fourth Ave., New York. Entered as 
second class matter at the Post Office at Utica, N. Y. 
September 14, 1935, under the Act of March 3rd, 1879. Ac 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for 
in Section 1103 Act of October 3, 1917, Authorized July 3, 1918. 


December, 1940) 


FEDERAL COUNCIL BULLETIN 


A Journal of Interchurch Codperation 
Issued by 
THE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN AMERICA 
CONSTITUTED BY TWENTY-TWO NATIONAL COMMUNIONS 


National Baptist Convention 

Northern Baptist Convention 
Congregational and Christian Churches 
Disciples of ada 

Evangelical Churc 

Evangelical and nelermed Church 
Friends 

The Methodist Church 

African M. E. Church 


African M. 
Colored M. 
oravian Chirch 


Reformed Church 


& Zion Church 
eich in America 


Presbyterian Church in U.S.A. 
National Council of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church 
(Ooéperating Agency) 
in America 


Reformed_Episcopal Church 

Seventh Day Baptist Churche 

Syrian Antiochian Orthodox fCaarth of 
North America 

United Brethren Church 

United Church of Canada 

United Lutheran Church 

(Oonsultative Body) 

United Presbyterian Church 


Vol. XXIII, No. 10 


Decemeer, 1940 


THE EDITORIAL OUTLOOK 


Another Forward Step 

The joint meetings of seven national interde- 
nominational agencies of our churches at 
Atlantic City this month mark a notable advance 
in cooperation and unity among Christian forces 
—coodperation in work and unity in witness. The 
churches themselves have been making signifi- 
cant progress during recent years in a concerted 
approach to their common problems through the 
several agencies which facilitate codperation in 
their respective fields. In the field of foreign 
missions it is the Foreign Missions Conference of 
North America which effects a codrdination of 
denominational programs; in the field of na- 
tional missions, the Home Missions Councils. 

Now the codperative agencies themselves are 
demonstrating at Atlantic City a measure of co- 
operation which is significant. During recent 
years these agencies have achieved a greater 
coordination of efforts than has been apparent to 
the outsider. Their staff secretaries have co- 
operated in field work and are frequently col- 
laborating on joint services and programs of 
common interest to the churches. Committees 
of one group draw in members of another. The 
Committee on International Relations of the 
Foreign Missions Conference and the Depart- 
ment of International Justice and Goodwill of 
the Federal Council have jointly issued publi- 


cations and have cooperated in promoting con- 
ferences. The staffs and departments of the 
Federal Council, the International Council of 
Religious Education (which found it impossible 
to adjust its schedule to join with the other 
agencies at Atlantic City) and the National 
Council of Church Women, for example, mu- 
tually share in each other’s work. Many other 
examples could be cited. 

The joint meeting this month will dramatize 
the general recognition of the fact that the in- 
terests of these several agencies are interests of 
the whole Church and can be further integrated 
to the mutual advantage of all and the strength- 
ening of the Christian enterprise. 


How Do They Get That Way? 


For many months there has been widespread 
discussion concerning the want of idealism in the 
“younger generation.” Archibald MacLeish 
thinks the writers of the post-war period are to 
blame because of their crude realism. Lewis 
Mumford and Waldo Frank see in the current 
disillusionment and cynicism the collapse of 
liberalism. Now comes Mortimer Adler, writ- 
ing in the October Harper’s, with a more specific 
charge: the youth of our time are what their 
teachers have made them. The novelists, he 
thinks, are all that Mr. MacLeish says, but they 


4 FEDERAL COUNCIL BULLETIN 


have no such weight of influence as the latter 
supposes. Witness the failure of All Quiet on 
the Western Front (quoting Robert Sherwood 
here) to “convert young Germans to pacifism.” 
The real cause of the moral debacle is the “‘forces 
at work in American education which had to cul- 
minate in this result.” 

The root fallacy in our education, Mr. Adler 
thinks, is the assumption that the only valid 
knowledge is that obtained by sense perception. 
Thus science is made to transcend its legitimate 
sphere and becomes “‘scientism.” One may ques- 
tion whether Mr. Adler is correct in his inference 
that the youth of our generation have taken the 
professors so much more seriously than they 
have the novelists. Yet, when he contends that 
in our generation we are reaping a harvest from 
three centuries of sowing, he is putting a propo- 
sition that can be abundantly documented. The 
preoccupation of science and philosophy with 
analysis—the explanation of every phenomenon 
by reference to facts of a simpler order—has in- 
deed mechanized our conception of life and 
biologized our ideas of value. Man was once 
concerned with the substance of his affirmations; 
today he tends to think only of why he makes 
them. And to that question the world of science 
answers in terms of social mechanics and endo- 
crine glands. The fault is not so much that the 
answers are untrue as that within the meaning 
of moral inquiry they are irrelevant. 

For his insistence that the current appeal to 
youth to “have faith in democracy” will be fruit- 
less unless that word comes to have some au- 
thentic spiritual quality Mr. Adler is to be 
thanked. At the same time many will find an 
inconsistency in his diagnosis of the younger 
generation’s malady. Indeed, he uncovers it 
himself. For in spite of the tendency he finds 
everywhere to say that “everything is relative” 
and to deny that there is any “should” or 
“ought,” he notes that when taken off guard 
the youngsters betray a value sense. ‘““Deep down 
in their hearts” they want to believe that 
“better” has meaning. But when pressed to ac- 
cept the implications of any such belief their 
sophisticated minds snap back into gear. 

Now, is it not a mistake to label this hy- 
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pocrisy? It can hardly be said that rebellion, 
against contemporary standards and sanctions’ 
is the result of mere sophistication or of a spree 
of lawlessness—not when the more thoughtful 
and serious-minded in the older generation com- 
plain that the existing social order has much of 
hypocrisy in it. If the young people have been 
taught cynicism in their classrooms they have 
also been encouraged by many of the religious 
leaders of our day to penetrate to the heart of 
the social indecencies that have been sanctioned | 
by a conventional middle-class ethic. Hypocrisy 
is one thing; the tension created by disillusion=} | 
ment is quite another thing. 

Bishop McConnell suggests that the youth of. 
today are not bad, considering who their parents 
were. Perhaps their obstinate insistence on 
“realism” and on debunking their elders is not 
a total loss. At any rate wise educators will! 
make a big effort to find out what the young 
people of our day really are “under the skin.” 
And the churches will do well to give authentic 
spiritual content to the values, such as democ- 
racy, to which the younger generation are asked 
to commit themselves. In this connection the re-, 
port of the work of the National Christian Mis- 
sion in high schools—appearing in this issue of 
the BULLETIN—is of immense significance. 


The Churches and World Government . 


The Oxford Conference of 1937 pointed to the’ 
need of world organization as a prerequisite to 
world justice and peace. General assent was 
given the Oxford affirmation that “a true con- 
ception of international order requires a recog- 
nition of the fact that the State, whether it ad-. 
mits it or not, is not autonomous, but is under 
the ultimate governance of God. 

The tragic events of these recent years prove: 
the wisdom of this declaration. War is a by-: 
product of international anarchy. Power poli- 
tics and international lawlessness go hand in: 
hand. Had the United States, twenty years, 
ago, joined with other governments in the task 
of reorganizing the world for peace, the nation 
might have been spared the tragedy of another 
war. But our country refused to join the League 
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f Nations, it turned its back upon the World 
ourt, it withdrew from the World Economic 
onference, it enacted tariff legislation that ob- 
tructed the progress of world trade. The United 
tates has been loud in its praise of international 

aw, but in its relations with other states our 
ountry has too often acted as though it were 
law unto itself. 

Christians cannot fulfill their obligations as 
eacemakers until they come to grips with the 
roblem of creating a world community. We 
ccept the view of the Oxford Conference: “So 
ar as the present evil is political the heart of it 

is to be found in the claim of each nation to be 
judge in its own cause. The abandonment 
of that claim, and the abrogation of absolute 
national sovereignty, at least to that extent, is 
duty that the Church should urge upon the 
nations.” 

Christians hate war. They loathe the methods 
of military conflict. Year after year resolutions 
against war have been adopted, first by one com- 
munion, then by another, and the halls of ecclesi- 
astical assemblies have echoed with ringing 
declarations in support of peace. But this emo- 
tional outburst against war is not enough. The 
churches should aid in the creation of a public 
opinion that will encourage our government to 
renounce its political and economic isolation and 
join with other nations in the creation of some 
form of world government. 

To this end the churches will welcome the Pre- 
liminary Report of the Commission to Study the 
Organization of Peace. For more than a year 
this Commission of distinguished Americans, 
under the chairmanship of Professor James T. 
Shotwell, has been studying the problem of 
peace from the standpoint of world government. 
Its report should be analyzed and studied by 
those church leaders, ministers and laymen who 
think of themselves as advocates of a Christian 
world order. Among the limitations on national 
sovereignty recommended by the Commission 
are these: Nations must renounce the claim to 
be the final judge in their controversies with 
other nations; nations must renounce the use 
of force for their own purposes in relations with 
other nations, except in self-defense; nations 
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must relinquish the right to maintain aggressive 
armaments in consideration for an assurance of 
the security of all; nations must accept human 
and cultural rights in their constitutions and in 
international covenants; nations must recog- 
nize that their right to regulate economic ac- 
tivities is not unlimited. 

The recommendations of this Commission of 
Experts are consonant in every respect with the 
affirmations of the Oxford Conference and 
with the official pronouncements of many of our 
church bodies. Despite the wars now in prog- 
ress the Christians of all lands must give earnest 


consideration to the structure of the post-war 
world. 


The time to do this is now. The Study De- 
partment of the World Council of Churches (in 
process of formation) is already concerned with 
this problem. Even under fire Christian leaders 
of England are giving thought to the moral, 
political and economic requirements of a new 


world order. American Christians cannot do 
less. 


An Experiment in Hospitality 


An experiment which members of the Women’s Co- 
operating Commission in metropolitan New York have 
just completed has proved very simple and useful. 
Answering a call from the American Committee for 
Christian Refugees for hospitality for refugees passing 
through New York or in the city temporarily, they 
looked for rooms. A friend of the Federal Council had 
two large rooms, each with a bath, which he had been 
unable to rent and which he offered to them free of 
charge. The women went into their attics and store- 
rooms and with some help furnished both rooms com- 
fortably. One is now occupied by a man and his wife, 
the other by a woman whose son has a scholarship in a 
university. 

There is much need for this type of hospitality in any 
center where there are refugees; moreover, this is some- 
thing which can be done with little outlay of money and 
which has a double value—it helps in the housing situa- 
tion and gives the community an opportunity to know 
the refugees before they make an effort for resettlement. 
We commend the plan. 


The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 297 
Fourth Avenue, New York, N. Y., is the corporate name and 
address which should be used in making contributions or bequests 
for furthering the united activities of the churches and the spirit 
of Christian unity. 
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The Atlantic City Meetings 


Churches will be coming together for the first 

time at Atlantic City during the week of December 
8th, in order to face the unprecedented demands of this 
hour. The seven agencies are: The Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America, Home Missions 
Council, Council of Women for Home Missions, Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America, Missionary Ed- 
ucation Movement, National Council of Church Women, 
and the United Stewardship Council. 

For two days all the agencies will be working together 
in joint sessions. Before and after the joint sessions 
they will be meeting separately for their own business. 
All meetings are for members of the participating organi- 
zations and invited guests. The sessions of the Federal 
Council of Churches are the regular biennial meeting of 
that organization. The Home Missions Council, the 
Council of Women for Home Missions and the United 
Stewardship Council are holding their annual meetings; 
and the Foreign Missions Conference, the Missionary 
Education Movement and the National Council of 
Church Women are having special meetings. 

The joint sessions will be for purposes of education, 
conference and inspiration. They will have no legisla- 
tive standing for any of the participating organizations. 
By this process it is intended that the leaders of the 
American churches shall gain a comprehensive under- 
standing of the outstanding problems with which the 
churches are confronted and of the responsibilities which 
are carried by the various interdenominational agencies. 
Such interests as foreign missions, home missions, the 
European churches, and church codperation are con- 
cerns of the whole Church. 

Among those participating in the leadership of the 
joint sessions will be Dr. George A. Buttrick, President 
of the Federal Council; Dr. John R. Mott, Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Federal Council; Dr. J. Thayer Addison, 
Vice-President of the National Council of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church; Dr. Adolf Keller of Geneva, John 
Foster Dulles, Professor Halford E. Luccock, Bishop 
Ivan Lee Holt, Dr. Hermann N. Morse, and Metropoli- 
tan Antony Bashir. 

Among the leaders of the various seminars on the 
World Mission of the Church, The Church and the In- 
ternational Crisis, The Church and Social Change and 
Christian Unity and Codperation will be also: Rt. Rev. 
G. Ashton Oldham, Dr. Lewis S. Mudge, Dean Luther A. 
Weigle, Francis Harmon, Mrs. Van S. Merle-Smith, Dr. 
George W. Richards, Dr. John W. Decker, Rt. Rev. 
Charles K. Gilbert, Dr. Dwight Bradley, Bishop D. H. 
Sims, and Miss Katherine E. Lenroot. 

An outstanding feature of the meetings will be a joint 
banquet at which Dr. Buttrick will deliver his Presi- 
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dential Address and Professor Georgia Harkness, as 
Chairman of the Committee on the State of the Church, 
will present a report. 

Among the important matters which will be consid- 
ered by the biennial business meeting of the Federal 
Council of Churches, beginning at two o’clock on De- 
cember 12, will be the reception of the Episcopal Church 
into membership in the Council, consideration of a pro- 
posed amendment to the Constitution to increase the rep- 
resentation of lay men and women, and action on the. 
report of the Committee on Appraisal of the Council’s 
Program, under the chairmanship of Francis S. Harmon. 
The Council will also consider recommendations concern- | 
ing the ministry of the churches to men in the national | 
defense, presented by President Paul Dwight Moody, the | 
recently appointed liaison official between the churches | 
and the chaplains. Officers for the next biennium will | 
also be elected. : 


The Status of Women in Protestant 
Churches 


The Department of Research and Education has just 
issued in Information Service of November 16 a report | 
on “Woman’s Status in Protestant Churches.” This was © 
made at the request of the Women’s Codperating Com- 
mission of the Federal Council. 

It is a study of the extent to which women are repre- 
sented in the governing bodies of local churches, church — 
councils and federations, and denominational boards. | 
The study is based, for the most part, on the results of { 
a questionnaire sent out to local women leaders by de- | 
nominational officials, to which 1134 persons replied. | 
Nearly 900 of them expressed their opinions on the sub- j 
ject of the participation of women in church boards, | 
frequently with great vigor, both for and against. It | 
shows that in many churches the different groups carry | 
on their separate tasks with little or no effort at joint | 
planning or mutual understanding. In some churches, — 
the report makes clear, the inclusion of women on the | 
governing bodies has helped to remedy this situation. | 
Many church leaders today are deeply concerned over | 
the drift of the younger trained women away from the | 
Church, and many women believe that the lack of oppor- _ 
tunity to help “‘run things” is an important cause. 

The legal status of women in the denominations affil- | 
iated with the Federal Council of Churches of Christ — 
in America and the Home Missions Council is presented. 
There is also a brief discussion of the woman minister. | 
Single copies are 15 cents each; special rates for quan- j 
tities. 
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_ The National Christian Mission Carries On 


Kansas City on September 29 some 500,000 people 

—not including the vast radio audience—have been 

reached by the speakers in the first seven Missions. Fre- 

| quently the speakers keep sixty appointments and speak 
to 25,000 people daily. 

One of the most significant aspects of the Mission is 
its work in high schools. In most of the cities youth 
speakers have been assigned to the high schools for full 
time—a speaker to each high school for the week. Each 
‘speaker addresses a Monday morning convocation at 
which time the principal announces that the speaker is 
there for the week and will meet the students as invited 
in classrooms, school organizations, and personal inter- 
views. All high school speakers say, “America’s youth IS 

thinking. Down under the surface there is a very deep 
concern about fundamental things.” 

In Kansas City, George Heaton had 22 requests for 
personal interviews after addressing a senior class. One 
refugee girl from Central Europe wrote to the speaker 
‘saying, “Your talk has helped more than any other single 
thing to acclimate me to my new surroundings. But... 
I need a half-dozen more talks just like it.” 

In Denver the principal of one of the high schools told 
the local Mission committee, “You can send a man out 
but I am sure he will not have enough to keep him busy 

| all week. These students out here are too sophisticated. 

They don’t want to talk about religion.” After the 

speaker had been in that school two days he had re- 
quests for three times as many appointments as he could 
possibly fill during the week. 

In Minneapolis, Mark Dawber had this to say: “I 
find the school boys and girls very alert to present-day 
problems. They want Christianity to practice its preach- 
ing—to feed the poor, house the underprivileged, and 
work for equal justice for all.’ 
~ One day in Indianapolis Lawrence Bash made ten 
addresses to various groups in one high school. At an- 
other school, after Homer Armstrong had finished talking 
to a class, the teacher walked to the front of the plat- 
form, and blushingly admitted: “I never realized that 
you students were so religious—that you were so deeply 
concerned about such matters.” 

In Houston, E. Stanley Jones spoke one afternoon to 
1500 public school teachers. In Indianapolis Ralph 
Sockman spoke to 2500 teachers. Many colleges, uni- 
versities and parent-teacher associations have been ad- 
dressed by the speakers and with an amazing response. 

It is nothing uncommon for the Mission to have its 
speakers in every luncheon club which meets regularly 
during the week. After a talk by John Rustin at the 
Indianapolis Kiwanis Club the president said “This ap- 
plause you’ve received today is more than has been 
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given any speaker before this body this year.” A mo- 
ment later a Catholic priest walked up and congratulated 
the speaker on the message he gave. 

During the Mission in Oklahoma City the representa- 
tives of the various denominations met and voted to form 
a State Council of Churches. 

In Houston during the Mission it was decided to or- 
ganize a Houston Council of Churches which, when the 
organization is completed, will be the first city council 
of Churches in the state of Texas. 

Labor is definitely included in the National Christian 
Mission. From one to three men are on the team of 
speakers to conduct meetings with Labor. The response 
has been hearty and significant. In some cities more 
meetings are possible than can be cared for by the 
speakers. 

Everywhere the Mission is sensitizing consciences and 
awakening people to community and national needs. This 
is done through the Seminars on Social Relations and in 
the meetings held with ministers and social workers. The 
Mission makes it a point in each place to call attention 
to the needs of the ill-housed, ill-fed and the poorly clad 
in the needy poorer sections of the community. 

When Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote “Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin” she had no way of knowing whether it would be 
just another entertaining novel or whether it would move 
a nation to do something about slavery. Many people 
are being deeply and profoundly moved during each 
Mission and it is impossible for one to say what will 
happen as a result of the Missions in the months ahead. 

Following each Mission a Home Visitation Evangelism 
program is conducted for one week by Guy H. Black and 
his staff. From fifty to one hundred churches in each city 
are participating in this program which sends laymen 
out each night for the week, two by two, in personal 
evangelism. In one city where fifty churches sent out 
their workers simultaneously over 1000 new members 
were added to the churches on membership Sunday. 
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Children’s Clothing 


An exhibit of articles knitted or crocheted by the 
clerical staff of the Federal Council showed that since 
May, when they took their first garments home, they 
have made and sent to the American Friends Service 
Committee an appreciable number of garments. 

As woolen baby jackets are very much needed, some of 
the workers have concentrated on them with the result 
that 64 knitted or crocheted jackets have already been 
sent. It is gratifying to see how much these friends have 
done in their already busy days. 
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The 1936 Census of Religious Bodies 


the U. S. Department of Commerce issued a 

“Summary” of the Census of Religious Bodies: 
1936. It stated that all figures were “preliminary and 
subject to correction.” The returns received were for 
256 religious bodies with 199,302 local churches and 
55,807,366 members, as compared with 213 religious bod- 
ies having 232,154 local churches and 54,576,346 mem- 
bers in 1926. 

When interested persons examined this release, the 
chief attention was naturally given to the decrease in 
the number of local churches reporting. 

The main difference in the number of churches re- 
porting was to be found in the totals for three large re- 
ligious bodies as follows: 


O: August 1, 1940, the Bureau of the Census of 


Number of Local Churches Reporting 


1926 Census 1936 Census 
Southern Baptist Convention.... 23,374 13,815 
Methodist Episcopal.................. 26,130 18,349 
Methodist Episcopal, South...... 18,096 11,454 
67,600 43,618 


These three denominations reported in 1936 to The 
Christian Herald tabulations of reports received from 
their local churches by the denominational statisticians 
as noted in the 1937 Yearbook of American Churches, 
as follows: 


Southern Baptist Convention.... 24,537 
Methodist Episcopal.................. 24,485 
Methodist Episcopal, South...... 16,245 

65,267 


Thus it will be seen that thousands of local churches 
not reporting to the Bureau of the Census for 1936 
actually existed. Why, then, the discrepancy, which 
marks the 1936 Census as “incomplete,” when compared 
with the relatively satisfactory result secured in 1926? 

The main reason seems to be that the ministers of 
certain denominations were not in as codperative a mood 
in 1936 as in 1926, and that this attitude of non-codpera- 
tion extended so far that they did not even heed the 
earnest appeals of their own national officials to fill out 
schedules so as to assure a complete report for their own 
denominations. 

Much of the non-codperation seems to have been 
occasioned by the adoption by the Bureau of the Census 
some years prior to 1936 of a uniform procedure of citing 
its legal authority on all schedules sent out. It accord- 
ingly published on the 1936 schedule for the Census of 
Religious Bodies its “authority for collection of informa- 
tion,” concluding with the following words: ‘Upon re- 
fusal or neglect to comply, such person is subject to a 
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fine not exceeding $500 or to imprisonment not exceed-| 
ing 60 days, or both; and if any such person willfully) 
gives false answers, he is subject to a fine not exceeding, 
$10,000 or to imprisonment not exceeding one year, or) 
both.” 

It appears that certain ministers, noting the penalties) 
for refusing to comply, felt that legal measures to gather) 
statistics were an unwarranted interference by the state) 
in the life of the church. Rumors were circulated tha 
the 1936 Census of Religious Bodies was “just a New) 
Deal proposition,” that this was an attempt by the New) 
Deal to ‘‘invade” the church. The circulation of such | 
rumors could, of course, only reflect on the intelligence: 
of those who spread them, since the Act authorizing the) 
first religious census was signed by Theodore Roosevelt} 
on June 7, 1906, and a second Act relating to the Census) 
was signed by Herbert Hoover on June 18, 1929. : 

It is understood that as a result of conference between) 
church representatives and officials the published Census) 
will state in explanatory notes that the figures are in- 
complete. —BENSON Y. LANDIS) 


Overseas Relief 


Most of the denominations have their own committees 
for overseas relief. Local churches will in most cases’ 
send their contributions through these committees. Any | 
who so desire may send contributions to the Committee’ 
on Foreign Relief Appeals in the Churches, 297 Fourth | 
Avenue, New York, for allocation and transmission to i 
the relief agencies. f 

The American Friends Service Committee, which has: 
35 agents in unoccupied France, looks to the churches 
for support. The Church Committee for China Relief. 
is the recognized agency of the American churches for | 
work in China. Contributions both for the Ecumenical | 
Commission for Chaplaincy Service to Prisoners of War 
and for the Y.M.C.A. work are gathered in one fund in 
this country through the Y.M.C.A. This fund is also en- 
dorsed by the churches and supported by some of them. 

The other causes recommended by the Committee on | 
Foreign Relief Appeals in the Churches are the stranded 
missionaries of European Churches, the Central Bureau 
for the Aid of the Evangelical Churches of Europe, the 
American Committee for Christian Refugees, the emer- 
gency refugee work of the Y.W.C.A. in Europe, and the | 
war service of the American Bible Society. . 

With the hard winter months upon them, these various . 
groups are sending desperate appeals almost every day. — 
And along with the appeals come letters of appreciation 
which indicate that even the limited help which the 
American churches are giving goes a long way in easing 
life, restoring hope and proving that the Church is actu- 
ally a Christian fellowship. 
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The Purposes of a Council of Churches 


Purpose stated in terms of corporate church tasks. 


What are the purposes a Council should fulfill so that 


the Church of Christ can discharge her high responsi- 
bility to human society and thereby speed the recovery 
of mankind’s moral autonomy? ‘Taking as conditioning 
factors in our inquiry the shattered condition of so-called 
civilization, the growing ecumenical spirit within non- 
Roman Christendom, and the experience which local, 
state and national councils afford, the following outline 
presents aspects of the larger purpose of the personality 
of the Christian community, which a council of churches 
seeks to achieve: 


ile 


To make the oneness of the Church of Christ known. 
Individuals generally have a partial and fragmentary 
grasp of the nature of the Church. Its unity must 
be proclaimed, not alone by words but more par- 
ticularly through deeds. The sense of “oneness” 
or “togetherness” now welling up within the life of 
Christendom is God-given. It is the Church of 
Christ to which loyalty belongs. A way must be 
found to move forward the horizon of the Church 
by providing a new vision of her true nature. Every 
branch of the Church claims Jesus as its Lord. In 
the words of Isaiah, you see your teacher for your- 
self, and when you swerve to right or left you hear 
a voice behind you whispering, this is the way, walk 
here. His way of life, treasured by all the churches, 
must be made known. This is guidance which a 
council must give in seeking to establish the Chris- 
tian community. 


To provide the community with a unifying ideal in 
order to build “morale.” 

The early Christian community was composed of 
persons who were driven by fires from within. The 
need for the kindling of these inner fires was never 
more apparent. The most portentous change that 
we face is the collapse of “morale.” “The spiritual 
integrity of civilization has been undermined. There 
is despair and cynicism where Faith once dwelt.’? 
We believe God’s purpose embraces all His children. 
But for His children to achieve this God-given pur- 
pose the community must have a unifying spiritual 
tradition. This stems from a common faith, a com- 
mon scale of moral values. In a democratic com- 
munity we debate and experiment with our differ- 
ences, but always within the certain framework of 
basic human rights, ideas and ideals. This under- 
girding and inclusive community of ideas and ideals 
gives “morale.” For this, the community looks to 
the Church, serving its highest needs through a co- 
operative council of churches. 


To discover a united Christian strategy through 
which the latent reality of the Christian community 
may emerge. 

This matter of strategy is crucial just now. All 
across the land can be observed a new public friend- 
liness toward religion. In the world-scene there are 


1 Morrison, Charles Clayton, Christendom, Vol. 1, No. 5, 


page 860. 


devastating blows being given by the pagan ideology 
of national socialism. We are in the midst of a Na- 
tional Christian Mission. Vast resources of money, 
men and curricular tools are possessed by the Church. 
How shall they be employed in the light of discov- 
ered needs to serve this and succeeding generations? 
Sound Christian strategy demands the participation 
of all the component agencies of the church and com- 
munity life. For this purpose a council should be 
created. 


To heighten the Church’s sense of responsibility for 
the character of the community. 

A unique quality about Christianity lies in its cosmic 
sense of responsibility for the character of the com- 
munity. This arises from the moral and ethical 
foundations of the faith we declare. Character is 
inseparably linked with the nature of personality 
and reality. When the Christian view of God and 
man becomes obscure and displaced by lesser 
standards of morality, the character of a community 
is placed in jeopardy. To neglect the inculcation 
of Christian faith destroys the moral basis of the 
community. A corporate service which the Chris- 
tian Church is called upon to render democracy is 
the teaching of this faith. The Church must be 
jarred awake to this responsibility by the prophetic 
and courageous leadership of a council of churches. 
To provide a rallying center for the Christian con- 
science of the community. 

The wrong choices of mankind have resulted in an 
unhealthy environment for thousands of God’s chil- 
dren. Society needs an instrument of moral judg- 
ment. Christianity possesses the standards by which 
to judge and the power by which to guide society 
from judgment to justice. When this judgment is 
prophetically directed and focussed on sound lines of 
action, a group of people is enabled to move on from 
judgment to justice. This is a high concern of the 
Church. When intelligently exercised and coupled 
with educational procedures, it may become a strong 
and legitimate ally of democracy. Thus a council 
helps the Church to sharpen the conscience of its 
members on great social and moral issues, crystal- 
lizes the judgment of its members through study and 
discussion, and shares this judgment at those points 
in society where changes may be effected. In so 
doing, the Church helps make the Christian con- 
science of the community vocal and articulate. 

To establish functional harmony through codpera- 
tion between church bodies as a prerequisiie to the 
larger unity that lies ahead. 

Fellowship, understanding, and acquaintance re- 
move prejudices and develop confidence and trust. 
These are the human associations through which 
likenesses are magnified. By enlisting members of 
various churches in a study of community needs we 
multiply the spirit of unity through service. The 
road to unity is through codperation. Functional 
harmony is a product of growth. This growth, which 
a council may foster through the enlistment of many 
people and many churches in enterprises of codp- 
erative service, is a harbinger of the larger unity that 
lies ahead. 
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7. To witness to the Christian quality of brotherhood 
and fellowship. 
The Church’s unity in life and worship is no longer 
just a theme for aspiration. It must increasingly 
become an experienced fact. Our ablest thinkers see 
but dimly what it means to be and act like the 
Church in relation to the world. A council purposes 
to clarify this vision by demonstrating what “the 
community of the sons of God across the world” 
is like. Through codperation, all may become the 
grateful recipients of the treasured gifts and graces 
of each great branch of the Church. This is one 
powerful witness which a council purposes to fulfill. 


8. To alleviate human suffering. 
There is yet another and equally timely phase of this 
common purpose. It is included in the following 
words from “A Call to the Churches” which the Fed- 
eral Council issued in May, 1940. I quote: 


“Human suffering and tragedy anywhere are a 
concern of Christians everywhere. Mere words 
of sympathy without acts of personal sacrifice are 
a mockery, feeding only cynicism and despair. 
To assuage the tragic consequences of conflict is 
to keep alive men’s faith in the possibility of gen- 
erosity and goodwill, without which there can be 
no reconciliation.” 


By guiding a community to participate in assuaging 


e 
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the tragic consequences of human conflict, a council 
enables the Church to heal the wounded bodies and 
broken spirits of mankind. 


Conclusion: 

We cannot foretell what the morrow holds in store. 
The moral responsibility for leadership rests heavily at 
this hour upon all our churches. While lights go out all 
over the world, the light that streams from Jesus Christ 
alone remains undimmed. As the pillars of many states 
crumble, let us “sacrifice” ourselves into fellowship with 
those who suffer. This is an hour when the unity in 
faith, worship, teaching and service of all the churches 
is supremely needed. May it be the central purpose of 
councils of churches across this land creatively to discover 
the ways to focus upon common problems the separate 
rays of “The Light of Christ” which is reflected by all the 
churches, resulting in purposeful and harmonious action. 
Thus may our generation be challenged to a living wit- 
ness of faith, compassion and heroic service, steadied and 
sustained by those grounds for hope emblazoned in the 
soul of every Christian. 

When councils of churches give themselves to such 
purposes, their concerns fall in line with one of society’s 
deepest needs, the “communal feeling” at the heart of 
the Christian Gospel is given re-birth, and the world 
Christian community becomes a reality. 
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Religious Work in Hospitals 


SIGNIFICANT statement on the standards 
A which should govern religious work in hospitals 

was formally adopted by the American Protes- 
tant Hospital Association in September at its annual 
meeting in Boston. The report was presented by a 
special committee which included four members of the 
Federal Council’s Committee on Religion and Health— 
Rev. Russell L. Dicks, Rev. A. Philip Guiles, Rev. 
Seward Hiltner, and Rev. Otis R. Rice. Mr. Dicks served 
as chairman of the special committee. 

Single copies of the complete printed report, about 
4000 words in length, are available without charge upon 
request to the American Protestant Hospital Associa- 
tion’s headquarters, Albert G. Hahn, Executive Secretary, 
c/o Deaconess Hospital, Evansville, Ind., enclosing a 
self-addressed envelope stamped with 3c postage. 

This important document is the first formal state- 
ment by a hospital body about what should be expected 
of religious work with patients. The great need of ade- 
quate and intelligent religious ministry in hospitals is in- 
dicated in a few phrases from the conclusion of the re- 
port. “In these great modern institutions where our 
sick and suffering and dying congregate we recognize 
that there is much which goes beyond the realm of the 
physical. The clergyman in his ministry to the sick and the 
dying is concerned with aiding in the recovery of health 
in any way he can. He encourages the one, relieves an- 
other of worry, aids still another to accept suffering, 
breaks the grip of boredom for another, gains quiet- 
ness for another in the face of death, and comforts an- 
other as death comes to claim a loved one_ Yes, truly, 
man does not live nor suffer nor die by bread alone but 
by the compassion and confidence and poise of those 
who seek to ‘do him good’.” 

The report includes not only a statement o! standards 


From the Womans Press..... 
A Christmas Book 


So Gracious is the Time 


ANNIE B. KERR 
$1.25 
Nine charming stories of nine nationalities, rich in the 
memories of old-country celebrations around the festival 
of Christmas 


600 Lexington Avenue New York, N. Y. 


HELP US HELP YOU! 
We save Ministers and Religious Organizations from 50% to 60% 
on Guaranteed Duplicator and Office Supplies. Catalogue free. 
MINISTERS’ PURCHASING LEAGUE 


Famous Testing Building 


74-76 Eaker Street Dayton, Ohio, U.S.A. 


but also an explanation of why each standard is im- 
portant. It is as suggestive to the minister who makes 
calls in the hospital as it is to the full-time or part-time 
hospital chaplain. 

A few of the conclusions of the report are as follows: 
The chaplain (or minister) should be responsible to the 
hospital administration as well as to the church. His 
relationship with other personnel of the hospital should 
be codperative in an active way. He should have a ra- 
tional plan for selecting the patients who most need his 
services and not merely see all routinely. He should es- 
tablish methods whereby those who most veed him will 
be brought to his attention. He should keep records. He 
should “be interdenominational” in conducting worship. 
He should, if possible, have special training to prepare 
him for hospital work; supervised clinical training is 
recommended. So far as the selection of chaplains is 
concerned, “the cardinal principle is to give the hospital 
the final voice about the selection, but to give the 
churches a real part in the matter of recommendation of 
candidates.” 

The report assumes that religious work in the hospital 
is not something completely apart from medical, social, 
nursing and other services. Since it has such a definite 
influence upon the very health of the patient, it.is as 
important for standards to be observed in connection 
with it as it is to have proper standards for physicians. 

“Although it is the main function of the chaplain (and 
the pastor) to minister to individual patients, this by 
no means exhausts his usefulness to the hospital. A good 
chaplain will eventually have a marked influence upon 
the indefinable ‘atmosphere’ of any institution.” The 
proper atmosphere is suggested by the phrase, ‘‘in quiet- 
ness and confidence shall be our strength.” The minister 
can be given opportunities and obligations which will en- 
able him to ‘interpret’ the ‘spiritual care’ of the patient 
in such a way as to infuse new life into a vital truth to 
which all too often only genuflections are made.” 
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Amid the present state of world confu- 
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times. $1.25 


Introduction to Youth 


Dr. Harris proposes a practical program 
whereby young people will work with 
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To Dr. Fosdick, the Bible is a book of 
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Publications 


The topics for the Universal Week of Prayer, Janu- 
ary 5 to 12, 1941, have been prepared by Dr. Robert 
E. Speer under the general theme “Christ the Answer 
to the World’s Need.” The daily topics are as follows: 


The World and Its Need of Christ 
The Sufferings of the Nations 
The Sufficiency of God 

Jesus Christ Is the Answer 

The Responsibility of America 
The Church and Its Business 

The Gospel for Today 

The Coming Kingdom 


The price is 5 cents per single copy; up to 50 copies, 
3 cents each; $2 per hundred; $9 per 500 or more, post- 
paid. Order from the Department of Evangelism, 297 
Fourth Avenue, New York. 


The Department of International Justice and Good- 
will has issued three publications dealing with the prob- 
lem of the conscientious objector. 

1. “The Conscientious Objector and the Selective 
Training and Service Act of 1940.” An eight-page 
pamphlet for the conscientious objector containing quo- 
tations from the Act; an analysis of the Act, and an 
analysis of the regulations. Price: 5c per copy; $1.00 
per hundred. 
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2. Reprint of Form 47. Special form provided by the 
government to be filled out in addition to questionnaire, 
in which conscientious objector may state his claim for 
exemption, religious training and beliefs, general back- 
ground, participation in organizations, and references. 
Price: Single copies free (3c postage) ; $1.25 per hundred. 

3. “Official Statements of Religious Bodies Regard- 
ing the Conscientious Objector.” Compilation of resolu- 
tions concerning the conscientious objector passed by 
various religious bodies. Price: Single copies free (3c 
postage), 50 copies 60c; $1.00 per hundred. 

Order from the Department of International Justice 
and Goodwill, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York. 


S. O. S. Radiogram from China 

Relief funds practically exhausted. 

Needs met to November 15th only. 

Unanswered requests to end of December total two 
million Chinese currency. ($125,000 U.S.) 

Sufficient personnel remaining to administer relief 
satisfactorily. 
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Or must we abandon Relief projects? 
American Advisory Committee 


This was the second S.O.S. radiogram received by the 
Church Committee for China Relief within a single 
month. 
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NEWS OF STATE AND LOCAL COOPERATION 


Staff Changes 


Dr. William R. Barnhart, Professor of 
Religion at Hood College, Frederick, Md., 
has been elected Executive Secretary of the 
Washington Federation of Churches. Dr. 
Barnhart is a graduate of Franklin and 
Marshall College and the Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary, New York. He is a minister 
of the Evangelical and Reformed Church. 

Dr. Barnhart will succeed Dr. W. L. 
Darby, who retires from the executive 
secretaryship on November 30. Dr. Darby 
will remain for three months as the secre- 
tary of the committee on the National 
Christian Mission in Washington, D.C. 

Rev. J. Kirkwood Craig, General Secre- 
tary of the Allegheny County Sabbath 
School Association, Pittsburgh, Pa., resigned 
recently to accept the pastorate of a Meth- 
odist Church in New Hampshire. 

Mr. E. C. Earl, formerly the Executive 
Secretary of the Association of Flint 
Churches, Flint, Mich., has resigned in 
order to become a member of the staff of 
the Michigan Council of Churches and 
Christian Education. Mr. Earl began his 
work on the Michigan State staff Novem- 
ber 1, 1940. 

Rev. Austin J. Rinker, previously pastor 
of the Methodist Church of Erie, Pa., has 
been elected executive secretary of the 
newly re-established Erie Council of 
Churches, Erie, Pa. 

Rev. Francis John Schmuck, previously 
the President of the Church Federation 
of San Francisco, Calif., has been elected 
Executive Secretary of that organization. 
The Rev. Dr. Paul Carson, pastor of the 
First United Presbyterian Church of San 
Francisco, has been elected to succeed Rev. 
Schmuck as the President of the Church 
Federation of San Francisco. 

Dr. Andrew Warner has been elected 
Migrant Supervisor and Field Secretary of 
the Washington Council of Churches and 
Christian Education. Dr. Warner is an 
ordained minister of the Methodist Church 
and a member of the Northwest Annual 
Conference. Rev. Dwight V. Ramage has 
accepted the position of Field Secretary of 
the Council of Churches and Christian Edu- 
cation of Washington. Mr. Ramage re- 
signed his pastorate of the Cashmere Pres- 


byterian Church in order to give special 
attention in his new field of leadership in 
the Washington State Council. 


Oklahoma Organizes a Pro- 
visional “Council of Churches” 


One tangible result of the National Chris- 
tian Mission in Oklahoma was the deci- 
sion to initiate plans for a permanent state 
council of churches. Under the guidance 
of Dr. Jesse M. Bader and Dr. Harry C. 
Munro, the delegates decided to form a 
provisional committee. Rev. Dr. T. H. 
McDowell, president of the Oklahoma 
Council of Religious Education, has been 
elected chairman of the Provisional Com- 
mittee. This Committee held its organizing 
session in Oklahoma City on November 7. 
A slate of officers was approved, an Execu- 
tive Committee created, program needs out- 
lined and the general plan for a constitu- 
tion provisionally agreed upon. These 
plans must be considered provisional pend- 
ing their approval by the various churches 
in Oklahoma. 


Houston, Texas, Considers 
Forming an “Association of 


Churches” 


Growing out of the National Christian 
Mission in Houston, Texas, representatives 
from seventy of the churches met with Dr. 
J. Quinter Miller on November 8 to ex- 
plore program needs, to discuss organiza- 
tion, and to determine procedures for de- 
veloping an inter-church codperative pro- 
gram for Houston and vicinity. A contin- 
uation committee was appointed with Dr. 
Paul Quillian as chairman, to consult with 
other churches and formulate recommenda- 
tions covering a Houston Association of 
Christian Churches. 


West Virginia Regional 
State Conventions 

The sixtieth annual series of state con- 
ventions in West Virginia were conducted 
during the week of October 20 to 25, meet- 
ing in Moundsville, Wheeling, Grafton, 
Beckley and Huntington. Program em- 
phases centered in “Christian Unity,” 
“Christian Education’s Contribution to 
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Democracy,” ‘Weekday Religious Educa- 
tion,” and “China Relief.’ Mr. Z. B. Ed- 
worthy presented as a special feature the 
sound film “The Pay-off” an effective treat- 
ment of the problem of beverage alcohol. 
Weekday schools had just opened in 
Wheeling with 7,000 pupils enrolled and in 
Huntington with approximately 9,000 
pupils. Widespread interest was found in 
codperative leadership training schools. The 
state denominational directors of Christian 
education are codperating most cordially 
with the West Virginia Council in carrying 
forward these conventions and schools. 


The roll call of church women for com- 
munity service brought together more than 
three hundred interested women repre- 
senting the Protestant Churches of San 
Francisco Bay. 


The Spokane (Wash.) Council of 
Churches opened its third season of Week- 
day Church Schools on October 7th. Five 
schools are being conducted in different 
school districts. Mrs. Robert Ingram is 
the Supervisor of the Spokane Weekday 
Schools of Religion. Careful educational 
and religious standards have been estab- 
lished by the State Council in Washing- 
ton which guide the practices in the Week- 
day Schools of Spokane. 


The New Haven (Conn.) Council of 
Churches announces its fall Children’s 
Workers’ Conference on the use of handi- 
crafts in church school work. In addition 
to the theory and background the Con- 
ference will demonstrate and exhibit ma- 
terials that can be useful to the various 
departments in the church schools of New 
Haven. 


“Religion in Higher Education” 


Graduate courses in religious education 
for University of Cincinnati credit, to 
begin the first of October, were announced 
by Dr. Henry Pearce Atkins, the Executive 
Secretary of the Council of Churches of 
Greater Cincinnati. 
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Ohio Council of Churches 
Announces Two 
Significant Developments 


The Ohio Federation of Men’s Bible 
Classes has taken steps to function as the 
Department of Church Men of the Ohio 
Council of Churches and Religious Edu- 
cation. In this capacity the Federation, 
the report said, “should sponsor, promote 
and help to raise money to finance” week- 
day schools of religion, “with the goal of 
ultimately providing such schools for the 
last child in the last community in Ohio.” 
A full program of mutual codperation for 
the advancement of the interests of both 
the Federation and the Council has been 
outlined by a special committee set up for 
this purpose at the Annual Convention of 
the Federation in Zanesville. 

The Woman’s Department of the Ohio 
Council of Churches and Religious Educa- 
tion has voted unanimously to sponsor a 
movement for the Christian education of 
Ohio’s children. A first step in this direc- 
tion will be to provide for the salary of a 
fulltime woman member of the State 
Council staff who is skilled in children’s 
work. While the Woman’s Department 
will have many other program interests, 
the backing of the project for the Chris- 
tian education of Ohio children consti- 
tutes a major focus of attention for the 
immediate future. 


Maine State Convention 


The Seventy-first Annual Convention of 
the Maine Council of Churches was held in 
the Woodfords Congregational Church of 
Portland, October 29-30. Delegates were 
present from all sections of the state. Dr. 
Frederick M. Meek of Bangor, President of 
the Maine Council, charted a program of 


BY WILLIAM:C. SREATH 


action for the next twelve months. It 
was pointed out on all sides that not in 
many years had there been expressed such 
enthusiasm for the codperative work of the 
churches in Maine. ‘‘There are times,” 
said Dr. Meek, “when the churches must 
stand together, and work and pray to- 
gether, for the establishment upon the earth 
of a society of peace and of justice. The 
times require us to join hands in a com- 
mon effort to resist the forces of paganism 
and to defend the principles of religious and 
civil freedom.” 

The Federal Council was represented by 
Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk, Secretary of the 
Department of International Justice and 
Goodwill. Dr. Van Kirk spoke before a 
plenary session of the Conference on the 
question “What Shall the Churches Do in 
Time of War?” 

The theme of the Conference around 
which all of the discussions gravitated was 
“The Church in the World.” A seminar 
on “American Youth and the World Chris- 
tian Community” was conducted by Rev. 
Edward H. Bonsall, nationally known 
youth leader. The Weekday Religious Edu- 
cation Conference was largely attended 
and was featured by an address by Harri- 
son P. Lyseth, of the State Department 
of Education. Other highlights of the 
Convention included a Mission Study Con- 
ference, a Leadership Education Confer- 
ence, and an Adult Leaders’ Conference. 

High praise was expressed for the ad- 
ministrative skill with which the Office 
Secretary, Miss Marion Ulmer, prepared 
for and carried through the work of the 
Conference. 


One Thousand Delegates 
The Michigan Council of Churches and 
Christian Education concluded its annual 


THE JOYFUL MYSTERY 


“Our world today seems dark with fear and brutality 
and greed, but the Morning Star of righteousness is 
still shining, and his light will bring the reign of 
peace in the hearts of men.” 


William C. Skeath writes thus of the Christmas star in his new book 
about the Christmas story—THE JOYFUL MYSTERY. There is no doubt 
that the reader will find herein inspiration and great beauty of thought 


and prose. 


As a gift book for Christmas, this series of devotional studies 


will be greatly appreciated by the pastor, warmly welcomed by leaders 
of church organizations, and bring a new touch of reverence into the 
reading of the ordinary person. Beautifully illustrated and bound, 
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convention, held at Holland, Mich., with 
1003 registered delegates, as well as many 
visitors in attendance. Developing the 
program under the title, “Christian Direc- 
tions in a Confused World,” seventy-eight 
leaders took part, with the main addresses 
being given by Dr. Bernard J. Mulder, de- 
nominational Editor for the Reformed 
Church in America, and President of the 
Council, Dr. Henry Hitt Crane of Central 
Methodist Church, Detroit; Dr. Elmer C. 
Homrighausen of Princeton Seminary, and 
Dr. J. Harry Cotton of the Presbyterian 
Seminary of Chicago. 

The Michigan Council represents twelve 
of the major denominations of the State 
by vote of their official state organizations, 
and in 1939 rendered service to twenty-five 
denominations. The Rev. J. Burt Bouw- 
man, called to the position of Executive 
Secretary from a successful Baptist pastor- 
ate in Hilisdale, Mich., a year and a half 
ago, continues to produce a rapidly de- 
veloping program. 


Ten Thousand Visitors 
Call in Cleveland Homes 

Armed with literature and pledge forms, 
more than 10,000 selected “visitors” called 
singly and in pairs in church homes 
throughout Greater Cleveland and Cuya- 
hoga County during the week of Septem- 
ber 29. All members of church families 
were asked to attend the service of Holy 
Communion on October 6, and to partici- 
pate intelligently, faithfully and regularly 
in all parish activities in October, Novem- 
ber and December. Many churches planned 
systematic visitation in church school 
homes during the week. The best estimate 
available is that more than 200 congrega- 
tions participated in this intensive effort to 
re-enlist church families and to awaken the 
organized religious life of the city to its 
immediate responsibilities. 


THE INCOMPARABLE BOOK 
By Newman Watts 


A well-known London religious journalist 
whose writings have created a sensation in 
England. The book presents with clarity and 
cogency the testimony of scientists, educa- 
tionalists, archaeologists, and theologians and 
others that the Bible is unique and incom- 
parable. A classic on the word of God. A 
thesaurus of up-to-date, practical informa- 
tion. A chaotic world and a_ bewildered 
church need such a book. 


PRICE $1.50, POSTPAID ee 
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AMONG THE NEW BOOKS 


The Joyful Mystery 
By Wiu.tam C, SKEATH 
The Westminster Press. $1.50 

Brief, readable, poetic, holding close to 
the scriptural accounts, this little volume 
will deepen the experience of what Christ- 
mas really means. Those who wish to 
resist the tendency to secularize this sacred 
anniversary will want this book for them- 
selves and their friends. 

In the “joyful mystery” which will soon 
be celebrated is the basis for more of our 
hope than we are apt to realize, unless we 
deliberately put ourselves back into the 


AN ANNUITY GIFT 
with a 


LIFE INCOME 


® Assures a regular income that is 
safe, dependable and permanent. 

® Helps Foreign Missions in the sup- 
port of more than 1200 missionaries 
in 16 countries who preach the gospel 


in 2000 churches and church groups. 
Medical treatment and care are pro- 
vided for a half million patients a 
year in 150 dispensaries and 75 hos- 
pitals. 

Write today for Booklet F 


BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


of the 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
U.S.A. 


156 Fifth Avenue New York City 


setting of Nazareth, Bethlehem and Jeru- 
salem. This book carries us back—R.P.B. 


The Bible 


By WALTER RUSSELL BOWIE 
Association Press. Fifty cents. 


This latest in the series of ‘“Hazen Books 
on Religion” is a masterpiece of interpre- 
tation. The greatness of the Bible as lit- 
erature, its still greater significance as ‘“‘the 
Book of Life” and as the answer to the 
deepest needs of our contemporary world, 
stand out in arresting appeal. This is a 
glorious little book to give to young people 
(or their elders) who have not yet dis- 
covered the Bible for themselves. 

The next, and last, of the Hazen books is 
to be “Religion and Reality” by Henry P. 
VanDusen. The twelve volumes consti- 
tute a unique contribution to Christian lit- 


LIGHT « fe OT ae 


International Uniform Lessons 


Union Lesson Helps offer sound in- 
spiring lesson expositions written by 
specialists for every age group. Un- 
denominational and _ uncontroversial 
they can be used with safety in any 
Sunday school. Write for free speci- 
mens of 


UNION LESSON HELPS 


American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut St. Philadelphia, Pa. 


erature of recent years. Nowhere else can 
one find so much solid substance combined 
with such brevity and readability —S.M.C. 


Two Books for Christmas 


“The Man Who Gave Us Christmas,” by 
WintFreD KirKLAND. 50 cents. “Such 
Loving Kindness,” by ANNIE B. Kerr. 
25 cents, Published by The Womans 
Press, 600 Lexington Avenue, New York, 
INGE 


In publishing these two booklets the 
Womans Press must have had in mind the 
people who this year especially will want 
their Christmas remembrance to carry a 
meaningful message. “The Man Who Gave 
Us Christmas,” is reprinted from the At- 
lantic Monthly for last December. It is 
a beautifully written appreciation of Luke, 
“the beloved physician,” who alone of the 
narrators of the Gospels searched out and 
preserved for us the Annunciation, the 
Magnificat, and the story of the humble 
birth in Bethlehem. Read the first two 
chapters of Luke’s Gospel and then read 
Miss Kirkland’s account of its author. You 
will want to say “thank you” to her as well 
as to the man who gave us Christmas. 

“Such Loving Kindness” is a present-day 
Christmas story, its setting in a settlement 
house where Christmas dinner brings to- 
gether people from half a dozen different 
countries—all with tragedy and loneliness 
haunting their lives, but all responsive to 
the spirit of Christmas. In sharing the 
Christmas traditions of their home-lands 
they find happiness and hope.—K.G. 


T'S not a bit too soon to start 

planning your Christmas pro- 
gram activities. Here are a few 
suggestions. Our Holiday Catalog 
carries a complete listing of our 
line of greeting cards, books, 
boxed wrappings, and gifts. Send 
for one today. 


;—FOLDING CHAIRS 


Brand-New Steel Folding Chairs. Full 
Upholstered Back and Seat. Rubber 
Feet. Send for Sample. $16.00 dozen. 


Redington Co., Dept. 35, Scranton, Pa. 


For the Christmas Service 


Attractively designed and lithographed in Christmas colors, these 
folders will add both dignity and 
beauty to your services. 


COME TO THE 


PEACE HOUSE 


110th Street and Fifth Avenue, 
New York City 
Working to. Establish Peace by 
Peaceful Means 
Open Sundays, 2 to 6 P. M. 
SIGN THE PEACE BOOK AND 
REGISTER FOR PEACE 


Peace time registration seems the best 
means of protecting conscientious objectors 
to war. 


Full details will be sent on receipt of a 
carefully self-addressed, stamped envelope. 


Address your letter to 


MRS. J. SERGEANT CRAM 
At the Above Address 


The Peace House established in 1923. 


617. Illustrated. Size, 8% x 11 inches. $1.50 a hun- 
dred; $6.00 for 500; $10.00 for 1,000. 

870. Same design as 617. 75 cents a hundred; 
$2.50 for 500; $4.00 for 1,000. 


Offering Envelopes 
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graphed beautifully in full color. 75 cents a hun- 
dred. 859. Same design as folder 617. 
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The Four Pillars of Democracy 
By Epcar J. GOopSPEED 
$1.75. 


In a simple, readable volume Professor 
Edgar J. Goodspeed analyzes Science, 
Humanism, Society and Religion as “The 
Four Pillars of Democracy” for these days 
when Christianity should “make friends” 
with other “factors in the modern scene.” 

Not a few people today “are perplexed 
by the rival claims of forces with both of 
which they have some sympathy.” Such 
forces are vociferous and sweeping in their 
claims. The modern world is “full of faith” 
of different kinds. 

The moral and spiritual values of modern 
science have been largely ignored and even 
scientists do not stop to analyze their own 
motives. But they have the conviction that 
there is something that may be known 
about the universe and to science we owe 
“a new emphasis on truthfulness and hon- 
esty” as a moral basis. This carries with 
it a new faith in human capacity for in- 
tegrity. We need to recognize “the un- 
worldliness” of science. 

Likewise, the modern humanist is con- 
cerned for “sheer modern values” and for 
the ‘‘defense of great values in human cul- 
ture.” All man’s experience has worth and 
humanism “becomes like a great balance 
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wheel, a counterweight,” for science. The 
humanist exalts personality, as a crusading 
cause. 

We live in an order which we call “so- 
ciety;” there is a “faith of society.” Man’s 
rise to freedom is based on this faith in his 
fellowmen that he can trust them to be 
free and that the better life is one of mu- 
tual confidence and respect. This is the 
“faith in life itself’ which youth feels, or 
ought to feel. 

All the modern false faiths themselves 
show that man must have faith and the 
faith of religion must go hand in hand 
with those of science and society and they 
both need religion. All these faiths assume 
an uplifted humanity. The faith of re- 
ligion sees in the achievements of science 
the hand of God. All that we know of 
truth is just parts of “a great whole of 
harmonious truth.” Religion undertakes 
the synthesis, the harmonizing of the ma- 
terial and moral universe. Back of the 
world is God, Creator and Father. 

The faith of Christianity goes beyond 
all this and relates man “‘to a larger uni- 
verse of being, personality and spirit, not 
only present but future,” and holds for 
him an eternal hope. 

Thus the particular faiths of science, 
humanism and society “blend completely 
in the more comprehensive faith of re- 
ligion.” Religion asks the why and whither 
of power and intelligence. It finds in 
conscience direction from a higher power, to 


CHURCH POSITION 
in Philadelphia area, wanted by woman 
with experience in Church secretarial work, 
visiting, Sunday School and young people’s 
organizations. References. Box—Mt. Airy 
P. O. 4982, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Introducing 
A New Course for Intermediates and Seniors 


By 
Margaret Slattery 


Famous author, lecturer, and friend of young people. 


LESSONS JESUS TAUGHT 


Deals with many of the Parables of Jesus and the amazing 
teachings inherent in them for His Time and for Our Times. 
Through Miss Slattery’s skillful treatment of these lessons, young 
people readily identify themselves with the problems and situations 
involved in the current illustrations and Parables, and find guid- 
ance in clarifying foggy ideas, in strengthening moral and religious 
convictions, and the courage for Chris<ian living. 


30 cents 


Companion Texts by 
Margaret Slattery 
The Christian Church Paul the Victorious 


25 cents 35 cents 
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which science itself seems to point. The 
Christian, then, cannot hold aloof from the 
world in which he lives. His is a life of 
adventure in the effort to unite all these 
faiths, whose synthesis is in religion. 

A volume well adapted to the intelli- 
gentsia of youth. —C.S.M. 


Things That Cannot Be Shaken 


Revell. $1.00 


No little regret has been expressed by 
Christian pastors in America for attitudes 
and utterances in 1917 and 1918. One is 
therefore interested in listening to the voice 
of the pulpit in Britain today. The ser- 
mons in this volume are heartening. While 
one finds running all through the messages 
of the ten preachers the revulsion which we 
all share, they are concerned with other 
things than recruiting and military morale. 

Leslie Weatherhead holds that the serv- 
ice of the Church now is to offer comfort 
and encouragement and spiritual power in 
the Gospel which changes men’s lives. 
“Peace after all is a by-product.” The 
job of the Church is not that of politician 
and economist. Christians ought first to 
set themselves right and then pray for 
Hitler “every day.” Frank H. Ballard is 
sure that the truth will prevail, and sug- 
gests that Christians must above all pray 
for the redemption of both the Church 
and the nations. F. Townley Lord finds 
in the Scriptures that the judgments of 
God are “‘operative in history.” We must 
search ourselves, and not let even a “right- 
eous struggle” submerge “the human spirit 
at its best.” Archibald Main urges that 
both Church and State examine the foun- 
dations which underlie national and in- 
ternational life—truth, reverence, justice, 
humility and religion. 

Dean W. R. Matthews prays that the 
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The Metropolitan Board for 
Conscientious Objectors 
Announces 


A free consultation service is avail- 
able for those who cannot submit to 
conscription or participate in war. 


Such persons are welcome to come 
Mondays and Fridays from 5:30 to 
7:30 P.M. to Room 314, No. 2 Stone 
Street, New York City. Dr. Evan W. 
Thomas, Chairman. 
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Che ibe Room 


More than half a million used as Christ- 
mas Gifts since its establishment 


ONE factor in the remarkable growth of THE UPPER ROOM has been the 
recognition of its value as a gift to others. For the pastor or group leader 
to give officials, associates, class members; for one indivdual to give another; 
for parents to send to their children away from home, in college, at work— 
no gift exceeds THE UPPER ROOM in lasting helpfulness. 


The two widely used plans for giving are: 


1. THE ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. For 30 cents, postpaid; foreign, 40 cents, 
THE UPPER ROOM can be sent for one year. The recipient is notified by us 
with an attractive gift card which indicates your name as the giver. 


For $2.00, postpaid, you 
can send a year’s sub- 
scription of the Braille 
Edition for the blind to 


some unfortunate person 
This Envelope Contains a Copy of 


The Upper Room 


JANUARY FEBRUARY-MARCH 
With Bost Wishes of 


that you want to remem- 
ber at Christmas time. 


2. COPIES OF THE JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH ISSUE. In lots of 10 or 
more to one address 5 cents each, postpaid. For 1 cent each (lots of 10 or 
more), you can obtain a two-color envelope (see above) in which gift copies of 
THE UPPER ROOM may be mailed or given direct. 


A NEW BOOK NOW AVAILABLE 


“Pictures in The Upper Room: A Study in Devotional Art,” 
containing reproductions of 20 cover pictures, with their inter- 
pretations by Albert E. Bailey; attractive two-color, paper 
cover, now available. Buy it for yourself and as a gift for 
those who appreciate THE UPPER ROOM. Price, 25 cents, 
postpaid. 


PLEASE place your order as early as possible to insure getting it in time for 
re-mailing before Christmas or for whatever manner of distribution you 
choose. Send all orders to 


THE UPPER ROOM 


300 American Trust Building, Nashville, Tenn. 
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British people “may be instruments worthy ~ 
to further God’s purpose for the world.” — 
Richard Pyke remains confident in the 
power of prayer, while Hugh Redwood, a 
journalist, tells his readers that they have — 
been following the wrong road and have 
failed in “the will to repent.” He be- 
lieves that in this very hour the Spirit of | 
God is “already shaping a new world out © 
of our present chaos.” God matters most — 
in the waging and the issue of war, says 
J. M. Richardson. 

The new world that we seek will be 
costly and we must be ready to pay the — 
price, is the burden of Donald Soper’s — 
message. The contemporary outbreak is © 
“the inevitable consequence of years of — 
un-Christian acts” in a system in which ~ 
“we, too, are implicated.” Bishop Win- — 
nington-Ingram will not condemn the — 
whole German race, but nevertheless sees — 
the conflict as one between “the spirit of 
Christ and the spirit of anti-Christ.” He 
would not hesitate to pray for victory that 
the evil spirit may be crushed forever. 

—C5.M.@ 


Hymns for Junior Worship 
The Westminster Press. 75 cents. 


This recent volume will be welcomed by 
those interested in improving the worship 
standards of boys and girls of Junior age. 
It is the fruit of a long process begun by 
Dr. Calvin W. Laufer and continued by 
others after his death. The hymns have 
been chosen from those which have been 
found by extended experience to be appeal- 
ing to children and should furnish a rich 
contribution to the spiritual life of the 
schools of the Church, and the homes 
where hymn-singing is a part of family 
life. 

The authors, desiring to provide hymns 
which dignify the Christian life, and make 
reverent worship both a pleasure and a 
reality, have assembled wisely from the old 
and new, the classic and the modern, the 
ageless and children’s hymns. 

The instrumental numbers and suggested 
Scripture passages will be helpful in plan- 
ning services. The book contains 135 
hymns, and is in a format which is typo- 
graphically generous and suited to the 
worship needs of children. 

—D.E. 
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©® SMILEY BLANTON and 
NORMAN VINCENT PEALE 


A psychiatrist and a pastor have col- 
laborated in this book on the working 
unity of religion and psychiatry. The 


_ materials are drawn both from thorough 


knowledge of psychology and from 


‘practical experience in a Church Clinic 


where the authors daily counsel average 
men and women with all sorts of prob- 


lems. 

The Ohapters: The Power of Faith, 
The Hidden Energies of the Mind. Fear, 
Worry, and Anxiety. Conscience and the 
Sense of Guilt. Self-criticism, Failure, and 
Success. Grief and Sorrow. The Oom- 
pany of the Lonely. Love and Marriage. 


The Faith That Heals. 


The Voice of Books 


@ Jj. V. MOLDENHAWER 


An outstanding minister reveals in 
these delightful informal essays the 
pleasure, inspiration, and power to be 
gained through frequent association 
with the noblest minds of all ages as 
they have spoken to us in so-called 


“secular” literature. 

Some of the Ohapters: Poetry and Life. 
Shakespeare’s Creed. Some Letters of John 
Keats. Rudyard Kipling. Improving the 
Hymns. The Preacher: His Word and 
His Mood. On Books and Preaching. $1.75 


| Religion Yesterday and 


Today 
@® HENRY SLOANE COFFIN 


“With simple clearness of exposition Dr. 
Coffin takes his reader back to the 
situation of Theology in the world of 
thought half a century ago, and con- 
trasts with it the corresponding posi- 
tion today. He is intensely interesting 
and helpful . . . Every educated mem- 
ber of the Church should read this 
book.”—Australian Christian World. 
$1.75 
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Jesus Christ the Same 
® JAMES MOFFATT 


With far-ranging scholarship and _ special 
clarity of style, this book considers in 
historical perspective the relevant evidence 
for Jesus’ divine humanity. Its concluding 
emphasis is upon men’s consciousness of 
the tremendous significance which Christ 
has brought to human life. “It should be 
on every minister’s shelf.”.—Nolan B. 
Harmon. $2 


Is the Kingdom of God Realism? 


The Springs of Creative 


Living ® ROLLO MAY 
—A Study of Human Nature and God— 


This book interprets modern culture in 
terms of personality health so clearly and 
so completely that the chapters furnish an 
invaluable study of those elements which 
give direction to human life. Mr. May 
guides the reader to new understanding of 
souls, and of the fascinating partnership 
between religion and psychiatry. $2 


© E. STANLEY JONES 


In these thirteen closely related messages appear a great Christian’s answers—considered, clear, 
and logical—to certain questions which concern the acceptance of the life and teachings of 
Jesus as practical absolutes for contemporary life. Dr. Jones sets forth the manner in which 
the harmony, peace, and effectiveness of Jesus’ life may be made once again concrete in the 


daily living of modern Christians. 


The Social Function of 


Religion 
@ E. O. JAMES 


“This is a scholarly survey, based on 
anthropological and historical materials, of 
the place which religion occupies as the 
integrative force in human society. The 
study is not merely sociological but theo- 
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